Selah Mills Africanus (1822-1870)

Selah Mills Africanus was an educator and abolitionist active in New York and Connecticut. He is reputed
to have been a conductor on the Underground Railroad in Connecticut.

An 1846 article in the Brooklyn Evening Star, reprinted from the Albany Journal, lists him as representing
Queens County (along with J. Mingo) on a committee connected with the process of framing a new state
constitution. (sources: 9)

He taught at the Talcott Street School in Hartford from 1847 to 1850 and participated in the1849 state
convention of Black men. (sources: 2, 3,5, 6,7, 8, 12)

In 1851, he was Principal of the Colored School in Flushing. He died in 1870 (exact date and location
UNKNOWnN). (Sources: 10, 11)

He was the brother of Edward C. Africanus (1822-1853), a minister of Macedonia A.M.E. Zion Church, also
a teacher at the Colored School. (sources: 2)



The Flushing
Colored School

The Colored School was established as a
free and integrated school by the
Flushing Female Association, a Quaker
women’s organization, and was later
absorbed into the public school system
as a segregated school. (sources: 1, 4)

This image shows the location of the
Colored School and the church on Liberty
Street in 1873 (Sources: 13)




Selah Mills Africanus in the Flushing Journal

Flushing Journal, December 27, 1851, 2:3 Flushing Journal, February 10, 1870, 2:5

Report of the Bd. of Education, Dist. #5: The Selah M. Africanus, principal of Flushing
school for colored children has taken place under  Colored School died; no date given.

the charge of Selah M. Africanus whose

experience in teaching induces the hope of much

benefit to this class. There are at present 68

scholars at this school and the studies pursued

are Spelling, Reading, Writing, Geography,

Arithmetic, and Drawing.




Selah Mills Africanus:
Addresses and Speeches

Africanus, Selah Mills. The Fugitive Slave Law. Hartford, 1850. Rare Book and Special Collections Division,
Library of Congress. https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.33700200/
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The Liberator, October 5, 1849
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