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Otto Schneider first drew my attention with his cause of death: murder. His initial
information from the Stone-Hartmann Index was incredibly sparse - only a name, date of death,
and cause of death. Unfortunately, most of the information about Otto revolves around his
death. His murder was announced in the Brookyln Daily Eagle, where it’s specified that he was
found with his papers and photos of his parents (“The Murder of Otto Schneider,” 1893) which
would explain how his body was identified.

The man accused of his murder, a Frank Lijox, was arrested in Long Island City on May
25, 1894, although he claimed his innocence against multiple charges (“Fought for the
Prisoner”, 1894).

In trying to find more information about Schneider, I found a record in New York Deaths
and Burials, 1795-1952 that details an Otto Schneider who died on the same day: October 3rd
1893. However, this death record has a note under his name that says, “supposed name”.
Unfortunately, the original document is not available for digital viewing, so there are very few
details as to what this means.
If Otto Schneider is his name, he can be found in the 1892 New York Census, where
he’s listed as living in Brooklyn with an estimated birth year of 1855. By looking at the original
record, you can see he’s listed as a conductor who is living with his wife, 26-year-old Florentine
Schneider. By looking into Florentine Schneider, I discovered a birth record of their unnamed
female child in 1890 in Brooklyn as well as her maiden name, Hill. Additionally, Florentine

Schneider can be found to have survived her husband by several years, appearing in the 1925
New York State Census at age 60, cementing her birth year between 1865 and 1866.
Potentially, Florentine may also be found in the 1880 United States census as Flora Hill, the
daughter of Lucy Hill - with an unnamed/mentioned husband. However, it cannot be forgotten
that all of this information hinges on his name, which is questioned in his death record.
After struggling to find more information on Otto Schneider, I branched out to investigate
a family I found in my section of the records: the Sands family. Three girls on the list, Bessie,
Florence E., and Ada are all listed as the daughter of Henry and [?] Sands. It should be noted
that Ada is transcribed in the Stone-Hartmann Index as Ada Sansa but was found in both New
York Deaths and Burials, 1795-1952 and New York, State Death Index, 1880-1956 as Ada
Sands. Further research through the New York Deaths and Burials, 1795-1952 led me to the
discovery of their mothers name, Kesiah, although the spelling of her name differs from one
record to another, being spelt Kezicih, Kiseah, and Kesiah. All three girls are listed as black,
with parents Kiseah and Henry Sands and born in Flushing, leaving me confident that they were
sisters. I tried to branch out to find more of the family and ended up discovering a number of
children.
The first child I found was an unnamed child of Henry and Kesiah Sands, found in two
death records. This unnamed child was found first in New York Deaths and Burials, 1795-1952
as an 11-year-old black child of unknown gender who was born around 1884 in Manhasset and
died in Flushing on December 4th, 1895 and in the New York State Death Index, 1880-1956,
having died on the same day. A look at the original record in the Death Index marks the child as
“F” Sands, which may be an indicator of gender or name. Next in order of birth is the
aforementioned Ada Sands, found on the Stone-Hartmann Index, having been born around
1887. Ada died around the age of 1, on September 8th of 1888. Next to be born was Florence,
also found on the Stone-Hartmann Index, on July 6th, 1889 and unfortunately dying four days
later. Next was Bessie Sands in 1892, who survived for only two years. The second child I
discovered, separate from the Index, was Kaziah Margaret Sands. Her birth is detailed in two
records, from New York Births And Christenings, 1640-1962 with a birth date of September 6th,
1892. Here, Henry is recorded as being 29, giving him an estimated birth year of 1863 while
Kesiah is listed as 31-year-old Kaziah Valentine Sands, with an estimated birth year of 1861.
The matching (relatively, in Kesiah’s case) names, race, and location led me to believe that
Kaziah Margaret was a part of the same family. Interestingly, I could not find a death record for
Kaziah, so she presumably survived until adulthood.

Next to be discovered through New York Death and Burials, 1795-1952, was William
Henry Sands, born in Flushing in 1896, by “Kersiah” and dying only a year later on July 19th,
1897. Finally, Mary L. Sands was discovered in the New York City Municipal Deaths,
1795-1949, born in 1901 to Henry and Keziah in Queens, specifically 156 Lincoln St. She died
less than a year later on June 17th, 1901.
As is the struggle with genealogical research, I did find some conflicting information on
the family of Henry and Kesiah Sands in Queens. In the 1900 United States Census, a Henry
and Kesiah Sands are listed as living in Queens with two children: 10-year-old step-daughter
Dasie and 2 year old son, Harry. This Henry was 26 at the time of the census, making his
approximate birth year 1874, a significant difference from the Kaziah Margaret Sands record
that lists his approximate birth year as 1863. Her mother Kesiah is listed as 44 years old, being
born around 1856, as compared to the 1861 birth year in Kaziah Margaret’s record. Potentially,
Kaziah also would have been alive and living with her parents at this time, as she would have
been 8 years old. As is the one of the many struggles of genealogical research, it is not clear
which record is correct or if they do, infact, refer to the same person despite the conflicting
information.
From these records, we can see that Henry and Kesiah Sands lost, at the very least, four
children in a span of less than ten years. Child mortality rates were high at the time, with an
estimated 280 to 320 black children per 1,000 dying before their fifth birthday, with an
addendum that mortality rates were most likely higher for black people living in the city. Mortality
rates tell us that many children did not survive but they cannot begin to speak to the pain of
losing a child, let alone several.

