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nounced at the METRO Annual Meet

 

Where did you grow up?

 

Can you tell us about your educational 
background?

was an opportunity for me to work out 

 

How did you first become interested in li-
braries and cultural heritage?

nual conference for independent media 

 

In your career, you’ve previously focused on 
publishing, including your work as founder 
of Clamor Magazine. Did your previous 
experience in publishing inform your later 
work with libraries? 

dent media because it was a way to am
plify underrepresented voices or issues 

work as a librarian or information profes
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Top: Jason Kucsma addresses the au-
dience at the METRO Annual Meet-
ing at the Fashion Institute of Tech-
nology’s Katie Murphy Amphitheatre, 
October 17, 2011. Available online: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/metro-
nyc/6261145485/in/photostream. Pho-
tograph courtesy of Metropolitan New 
York Library Council.
Bottom: Digitization in the Real World. 
Edited by Kwong Bor Ng and Jason 
Kucsma. Image courtesy of Metropoli-
tan New York Library Council.
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responsible occupation for someone in

important pillars of democracy: access to 

 

How did you become involved with co-ed-
iting Digitization in the Real World? What 
was your experience of working on it?

we were able to spend the better part of 

 

Based on your experience with digitization, 
how do you see it fitting in with the strate-
gic plans of libraries and archives?

that work even more than we already 

 

During your tenure as METRO’s Emerg-
ing Technologies Manager, what were your 
greatest challenges in dealing with member 
organizations and their adoption of new 
technologies?

services and resources for such a varied 

 

You have played a leading role in creating 
METRO’s new website, which offers oppor-
tunities for member institutions to connect 
with METRO online. Can you describe the 
creation of the new website and expanding 
upon interactive opportunities? Were there 
benchmarks that you looked to?
 

website had served an important purpose 

had advanced so much since the older 

able to talk with various platform devel

We ultimately decided to work with a 

cause they had extensive experience cre

the amount of content we had put into 

 

While at METRO, you have managed 
METRO’s Digitization Grant Program. 
What elements do you believe comprise a 
successful application and lead to a flour-
ishing project?

plications improve considerably over the 

very polished applications that display a 

most useful to the communities they are 

investment in the collection and takes on 

archival resources related to those oral his

INTERVIEW WITH THE ARCHIVIST



22    Metropolitan Archivist    |    Volume 18, No. 1   Winter 2012

Background and Context 

Education Week

sional development to implement the standards and the related assessments now be

REACHING OUT

 

In October, you were named the executive 
director of METRO. First off, congratula-
tions! As executive director, what are your 
institutional priorities?

to the news of my appointment has 

community and provide new opportu

statuses as essential components of this 

tions between our traditional library and 
archive community and the communi

from these other communities as they 

 

Where do you envision METRO in five 
years?

to further establish itself as the connec

  

The Metropolitan Archivist is always in 
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munity and community leaders are truly 

 

What advice can you offer libraries and ar-
chives that want to engage in advocacy for 
their institutions?

important work within our own insti

and appreciation for that work can be an 

work in the community is irreplaceable 
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